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1 . PROBLEM. THE US NAVY HAS A CONTINUING REQUIREMENT FOR 
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THE ELEFSIS PIER COMPLEX AND THE COLD-IRON REPAIR CAPABILITY 
WHICH IT PROVIDES TO THE SIXTH FLEET. HOWEVER, THE GREEKS 
HAVE REIMPOSED A COMPLETE BAN ON ALL SHIP VISITS TO THAT 
FACILITY. 

2. DISCUSSION. 

- A. FORMAL TERMINATION OF HOMEPORTING WAS AGREED DURING 
THE SECOND ROUND AND THE LAST HOMEPORTED DESTROYER DEPARTED 
GREECE IN AUGUST 1975. HOWEVER, THE US NAVY DESIRES CON- 
TINUED USE OF THE PIER COMPLEX AT ELEFSIS BECAUSE THE MOB IL E 
UTILITIES SUPPORT EQUIPMENT LOCATED THERE PERMITS REPAIR OF 
SIXTH FLEET SHIPS IN A COLD IRON STATUS. THE GREEKS RE- 
JECTED OUR PROPOSAL TO FORMALIZE A TECHNICAL ARRANGEMENT FOR 
CONTINUED USE OF THE PIER COMPLEX, BUT DID AGREE TO AN IN- 
TERIM ARRANGEMENT WHICH ALLOWED FIVE SIXTH FLEET SHIPS PER 
MONTH TO VISIT ELEFSIS PIER IN OCTOBER, NOVEMBER AND DECEM- 
BER 1975. THE GREEKS ALSO AGREED TO CONSIDER FURTHER US 

NAVY USE OF THE PIER DEPENDING UPON PUBLIC REACTION TO THE 

OCTOBER-DECEMBER VISITS. 

- B. DESPITE A LACK OF SERIOUS INCIDENTS ATTENDANT TO THE 
VISITS, IT BECAME EVIDENT THAT THERE WAS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT THE GREEKS WOULD AGREE TO CONTINUED USE OF THE PIER 
AFTER DECEMBER. ACCORDINGLY, THE EMBASSY WAS AUTHORIZED 
TO INFORM THE GREEKS THAT WE WOULD FOREGO REQUESTS FOR 
SHIP VISITS TO ELEFSIS AFTER DECEMBER IN EXCHANGE FOR A 
GREEK COMMITMENT TO RECONSIDER THE ISSUE IN SEVERAL MONTHS. 
WE ALSO USED THAT OPPORTUNITY TO REMIND THE GREEKS THAT WE 
HOPED THAT ROUTINE SHIP VISITS ELSEWHERE IN GREECE COULD 

BE RESUMED IN THE NEAR TERM. AS A RESULT, THE PRESENT 
UNDERSTANDING WITH THE GREEK MINISTER OF DEFENSE IS THAT 
SHIP VISITS TO ELEFSIS WILL NOT BE REQUESTED IN THE FIRST 
QUARTER OF 1976, BUT THAT THE ISSUE WILL BE REEXAMINED SOON 
THEREAFTER. 

- C. THE NAVY'S LEASE ON THE PIER HAS BEEN RENEWED FOR 
ONE YEAR, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1976. HOWEVER, ON THE ASSUMP- 
TION THAT THERE WILL BE NO SHIP VISITS TO ELEFSIS IN THE 
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NEAR FUTURE, PIERSIDE SERVICE FACILITIES WILL BE REDUCED 
BY APPROXIMATELY ONE HALF BY SHIPPING A BOILER, TWO GENERA- 
TORS AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT TO LOCATIONS YET TO BE DETER- 
MINED. THE REMAINING FACILITIES ASSOCIATED WITH PROVIDING 
"COLD-IRON" SERVICES TO SHIPS ALONGSIDE WILL BE PLACED IN 
A CARETAKER STATUS PENDING RESOLUTION OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE GREEKS. 
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3. NEGOTIATION POSITION. WE SHOULD BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS 
THE SUBJECT OF THE ELEFSIS PIER COMPLEX IF THE GREEKS RAISE 
THE ISSUE DURING THE THIRD ROUND. WHILE WE SHOULD REMIND 
THE GREEKS OF OUR CONTINUING INTEREST IN AN EARLY RESUMP- 
TION OF ROUTINE SHIP VISITS TO GREECE, INCLUDING THE ATHENS 
AREA, WE ARE PREPARED TO DEFER FORMAL DISCUSSION OF THE 
ELEFSIS PIER ISSUE UNTIL APRIL OR MAY. 

ROBINSON 
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